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mééselm the olaims as follows; - _ . lE C h
1. (Amcnded) A ﬂexxble spinc stabi hzatwn sysr.cm compnmng, ' Op }’
‘ aﬁrslmdhamgaﬁmw&pomanaﬂd ascwndwndportmn,
‘ aﬁrsl flexxble ¢leinent havmg at least a first slit formed therein, whea:em said first flexible
. elervignt ix uxsposed beiween Lio first and sccondcnd pomuns, whorein a tlie ﬁrst fiexibilc
- element is mtegrallv f‘o'med between said ﬁm and socond rod portions, and wherem the first
Hexible clcment peTmits motion of Eihe first end pamun relative to the second end portion;
2 first fastenér. capable of oonnécnng with the first end pomon. and )
a second xaszener capabte of connectmg thh the seeond and poruoni . }

EAN

2. - (Origmal) The Bedbis sping éénbixsmﬁan g;;m £ claim 1, wherein e first cod pottion
and the second end portions of the first rod oonmns# a tubular structure. !

3 (Originaly The ﬂ'vxwic spinc stahmzatwn syatom of claim 1, whurcm ttw first cnd portion”
amd the second end pomons of the first redt gre subsmmiaﬂy solid.

4. . (Original) The fexibie spine stabilization s;mem'pfcqahn 1, wherein the slit in the First
flexible element ﬁmm'a heiical pattern around a postion of the firat iod. :

5. (Ongmal) The ﬂexihle spz:;c stabilization gystem of claim ‘% whmxn the ﬁr-st ﬂ:;xﬂw!r ‘
cianem iii witved T Kim fisutial positioh o au.omﬁnﬁ&ﬁlc He lmeSxS i ihe spmc.

6. {Origlialy The fexible spiné stalsitizatiol Syl of eaisi 3, wherein the tirst teaibie
shéibrut funits wwtive of e St and portion whaiive o thc Eecond cid poriion from abeut 1% W
about 30° in all planes

k2.
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7. {Origimed} Tha Seribic spine shililivutive oya.cm Ux vigia 3, wiracin the firot Boribic

element limits motion of the first end pomon relative to t}w second end portion from about 0° to

atuwl' 3" iy ull plauws.

5. {Od 'g,mai, The feaivhe spine dtabilization system of ciaim 3, wherein e Srst fexibic
element limits rotation of the first end portioi rolative to the second end portion from about 1° to
about 3G°.

Y, (aingl) ine ﬁ‘c‘fs‘ﬁ:ie Bping s‘iabmzanon sysrem of ciaum ¥, wherem the nm iwnbie
element Lmit: rntamm of the first end portion relative to the second and portion fromy pbout 1°
about &5°,

10. angmm) ine hmble spme s’iabmz.auon Bystem ox ciaim 3 wnen:iniixe first uexmle
cé'.‘sr.;"; Hmits mm:n fthe frstond p p\nuuu :cxuuvq Wil Seurind I::wu puzuuu us:m it O

about 3°,

i, (Omipgiaali Toe he;umc $pinE mummoﬂ b’yslcﬁx oY el 1Y, Wixi:i‘éi‘r‘z mc firet fiexible
' elemmf nrevente rotation of the first end pmfmn n-(ahve tn thr :mnnd ‘end nnrhrm

42, (Ongma!) ‘The fiexivie spmc stabllwatxon sysxem of ciaim 3, wherein the first ﬂexlble !
eknsnl Huiis Sesiuiscxtomsiv ol o fast oud puriion icluiive to tie s vad puriue Gow
about 0° to about 3¢°, '

13, (Ongmal) The flexible spme stabilization system of claim 12, wherein thc ﬁrst flexible
element Tiraiis flexivnmexivasivn of e Sl end porion reidiive to tiw secomd cad pomun irom
about 0° to about 3°. '

14. (Ongmat) The flexible spine stn}nhmhnn Wem afclaim 13, wherein the first flexihle
eiemem nmus nexmn-extenmon of the firse end portwn rolative (o the second end porudn Lroni
about 3° to about 30°, ‘
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15, (Uriginal) ‘T'he fiexibie spine stamhzanon system of ciaim 3, wherein me first flexible

. P'r“mﬂf lxm#e Iateral hr-nr!mw afthe fires and hnrﬂnn n-hmws ™. ﬂ‘p cacand pnr’l t\r\n'lnﬂ frovro

about B to about 30°.

16.  (Original) The Hexible spine stabilization system ot claim is, whermn the first ﬂcxxble
Alsment imity latevel bending of the first ond portion rolative ic th.. gooenad ond pertien ﬁ-,:'n 4
gbout 0° to about 3°. )

16.  (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 15, wherein the first flexible
Slomant lmits datoral beading of the first ond portion relative to- ‘-:, socond vad ,,o-t:m from

about 3° to about 30°.

17 ¢ Ong\mﬂ) 'T'he flexible sping stahrlwmmn system nf r'lmm 1 whﬁﬁn the firet flevihle

‘ elmwﬁn. iinii axun wmpfdisfoﬂ oF (i€ fsi & pomdn felamc o ﬂie seéond efid portion irodi

ahant O mmmn ta ahnm 7 rrnh

18, (Qﬂm\ T);e flexihle ERL e uh:’mgn &;'B'm nf'm 17; 16 m: n tha Rrgs ﬂ,,“kﬁ

element limits axxal compressnon of thie first end ponion relative to the second end portion from

ehputD.Smmee cbmz, 7 mon.
12, (Qriginal) The ﬂm&'ih! 2piza stabitiontion cymtam of slain: 18, whaoogin tha Szt Ooxinta

efement limits axial compression of the teeat end portion’ relative to the second end portion from
DO 1 o abd 3 . '

20. (uﬁgmm; ihe hexl‘ﬂlc spitie Etédlhamou sysxem of claim 19, witeremn tne depm ofthe

" firat gHi is from a‘muf '70 mm-mi to a‘mm 29 nen«mf nfﬂ-r radu- nfﬂ\n mr!

' 21. (Onmnni) The ﬁmrih'e spine stahth-raﬂon systeny nf elaim 20, wherein ﬂw "‘Tﬂ’ nf’ the

ﬁrstshtxsﬁ'Omaboutso percmttoabomSOparcemofthemdmsofﬂxerod
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22 (Driginal) The fexihle sping siabilization systam of alaim 1, whdesin fhn first Rexiblo
element further comprises a second shit formed therein. ' ‘ '

23.  (Original) The flexible spine stabilization system of claim 22, wheréiiy thc ﬁrst slitand. -

tha agnong ali 'ln’;ﬂ\_m.: "": ool bh\ f\lmnyv !-'Qm helical ﬁht’ma mvmda;omcn L\fﬁxc ﬁw :'.,d.

') 4 (0:‘33;5&%1)1'1:&3.»417}& Z-pnhv p«ﬂ‘vnnmun o_’un.uu ol uu\u.‘n 4..;; nziﬂ\'y“h wh ’LM a yv‘uuu

of the first slrt and me second slit are disoosed in the eame locanon on the first rod..

Sugtival AR HIvLTY ok si‘k. ntm aw. is.{he :au.ré &5 dee d ec:mn of tuE: hcmuu phi"m’ﬁn otrihe SSCOnG St

Zh, (Ungmax) inc fikxivie spine staomzanon system ot clau-n Z3, woeremn me direction.of me

hplicel pattean of s Mk alit iy % vypu-'-iu fn-'u- Ju'u‘o duﬁvuﬂd vf uﬂ"' fieckival pullcig ol dic: wwn.\u

&7 (Oiighnly Tie fexitde spie sbiiizdion sysiem o cigit 1, witnein Geing fiexible

element forms at Jeast a.portion of 2 wansconnector that coanects two longitudinal vods,

28 ¢ Om’man The flexihle fnine stahilization s;mtf'm nf' clmm 1, wherein ﬂw f' nr nnd seeonsd

1agtenets are bone fasteners

29.  (Original) The Dexible spirte Stnﬁilirﬂion sym:m of ¢laim 1, wherein the first slit formed

iz tho Sret floniblc clemsast ntomde- ssmploasty """\o’-’-‘é,_n s el
! - - § - -
39. \0‘.':;"%...3 The Qonils gpiric c‘.“’.:..{.....‘.rv.. e i vdann 1, whisnnd as m.p’m whidw

ﬁrst slit is from about 20 p«ceut to about 95 percent of the radius of the rod.

31. (Ong:nal) The flexible spme stabilization systemn of claim 30, wherem the dgpth of the

Sretalitic &sx" glraut 58 p—"" ot o abot ;:.x.;..»\.f Yrm s adive wf o ol
"
~
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Plésse add the following new claims:

32, (new) The flexible spirie swabilization. system of claim 1, ﬁmher compnsmg
a second fod uavmg a tha’d engd poruun atm @ rounh end portion,;
a second flexible element: havzng at lmst a ﬁrst sht fozmed thercin, wherein said secongd
Be.xlble eloment is disposed between the thirg and- fourm ead poriions, wnerem the second
B flexible element is integrally fomved between saaﬂ ﬂ'nrd and fourth rod portions, and w!n:rem the
secoiid Hexibié element. pérmits mouon of the thxm end portion relative io me fourth end portion;
‘ wherem the second rod is at least namally dxsposai between the exterior of the first

vertebra and second vertebra.

. 33, (new) The. ﬂaxxble spine stabzhmtm‘l syswm of claxm 32, Whexem the first and second
rods permii fimiid movianedt ¢f ibie st vcﬂeﬂm reiahvc. to m’ second vercebm in the antenor—
posterior direction and subs&antlal]y restrict lateral bcndlug

34. . (mew) The ﬂemble spinc stabxhzanon systen of claun 1. further compnsmxz a third-

- fasicner capanlo of connccung mthapomonmtiwﬁmmd, ang wheremtnemu& fastener i is
capable of secnmly d!sposmg the first.rod, at least ;paruallv between the extevior of the second
vericbra and a third vertebra. :

- 35, (new) The flexible spine mbxnzanon system of claim 34, whemn the. portion’ ofthe firat:
od ms‘puwd beiween the second vex-tebm ami i.‘ng imnl veﬂebm subsumuuﬂy resmc;g movumf.nz
of the second vertebra relative to the third vertcbra '

36 (r.ew) The ﬂexiﬁ!e spine stabilization systam of claim 35, wherein the first flexible
element permits- ‘limited movement of the hrst verlebra telative to the second vertebra in the
antenor-postenor direction and substantially réstricts lateral Jbending,

37. . (new) The flexible. épizie stabiiizition 'sjfstem of ciaim 34, whercin the portion of the first
. rod disposed between the second vertebra and the third vertebra is capable of permitting limited
tovemernl of the second vettsbrti rélative'to the fhird verigbrs.
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I8 {oew) The Aexikla spine atshilization systers of elaim 1; wherein the .fizaz?asme.ria a

Podicie sorew parnaly qispased 1n the st Vertebra. ‘
A
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